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To the Hon. Geo. T. Jester, President of 
the Senate, and the Hon. J. S. Sherrill, 
Speaker of the House. 
We, your committees, appointed by 

the Senate and the House, to canvass the 
votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant
Governor of this State, at the last regu
lar election held in this State, beg leave 
to report that the following is the result 
of our canvass : 

There was cast for the office· of Gover-
nor-

For Joseph D. Sayers, 291,548 votes. 
For Barnett Gibbs, 114,955 votes. 
For R. P. Bailey, 2437 votes. 
For G. H. Royal, 552 votes. 
Scattering, 62 votes. 
Total votes cast for the office of Gov

ernor, 40.9,544 votes. 

There was cast for the office of Lieu-
tenant-Governor, votes as follows: 

For J. N. Browning, 290,792 votes. 
For E. W. Kirkpatrick, 107,722 votes. 
For- D. H. Hancock, 2439 votes. 
For Edwin Bellinger, 592 votes. 
Scattering, 302 votes. 
Total votes cast for the office of Lieu

tenant-Governor, 401,847 votes. 
Committee on the part of the Senate: 

C. 0. JAMES, 
D. W. ODELL, 
G. C. GREER. 

Committee on the part of the House: 
JAS. GREENWOOD, 
CECIL SMITH, 
J. R. FROST. 

Whereupon, Hon. J. S. Sherrill, acting 
in his constitutional capacity as Speaker 
-0f the House of Representatives of the 
Twenty-sixth Legislature of Texas, an
nounced as follows : 

"Joseph D. Sayers having received the 
highest number of votes cast, I, by the 
authority vested in me by the Constitu
tion and laws of the State of Texas, de
clare him legally and constitutionally 

·elected Governor of Texas for the ensu
ing term of two years." 

"James N. Browning having received 
the highest number of votes cast, I, by the 

•authority vested in me by the Constitu
. tion and laws of 'the State of Texas, de
, clare him legally and constitutionally 
•elected Lieutenant-Governor of Texas for 
1 the ensuing term of two years." 

The Speaker then announced that the 
l business of the joint session was con
uiluded, and on motion of Senator Odell 
1 the Senate retired to its chamber. 

IN SENATE. 

On motion of Senator Terrell, the Sen-
1ate adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a. m. 

4-Senate 

SIXTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Tex., Tuesday, Jan. 17, 189fl. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Jester in the 
chair. 

Roll called. Quorum present, the fol
lowing Senators answering to their 
names: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan.· 
. James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Miller. 

Gough. 
Hanger. 

Patterson. 

Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Koss. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford . 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
Wayland. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent. 

Linn. 

Absent-Excused. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Den
son. 

Pending the reading of the Journal 
of yesterday, 

On motion of Senator Miler, the same 
was dispensed with. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of Senator Sebastian, Sena
tor Hanger was excused indefinitely on 
account of sickness. 

On motion of Senator Turney, Senator 
Linn was excused indefinitely on account 
of sickness. 

On motion of Senator Atlee, Senator 
Neal was excused for non-attendance on 
yesterday on account of important busi
ness. 

APPOINTMENTi::l. 

Lieutenant-Governor Browning ap
pointed Hal Bishop of Fayette county, 
page instead of Earnest Kerr of Fayette 
county, resigned. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

By Senator Turney: 
Petition from citizens of Presidio 

county asking for the passage of an act 
to prevent the unlawful transfer of 
special funds commissioners' courts. 

Read and referred to Committee on 
Finance. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

Committee Room, 
_.\.ustin, Texas, Jan. 16, 1899. 

Hon. Geo. T. Jester, President of the 
Senate. 
Sm: Your Judiciary Committee No. 

1, to whom was referred 
Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2, 
Have had the same under considera

tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that the following substitute 
do pass. 

ATLEE, Chairman. 

Substitute Senate Concurrent Resolu
tion No. 2: 

Whereas, The pending litigation in the 
Federal Courts in Texas against the 
Railway Commission of this State, has 
had, and is having, the effect of seriously 
embarrassing said Commission in its 
labors, and has proven a great detriment 
and injury to the people and business 
interests of the State, and 

Whereas, Under the existing Federal 
laws there can be no appeal from an in
terlocutory order such as the granting 
or refusing of injunction directly to the 
Supreme Court of the United States or 
sufficiently providing that litigation re
lating to the powers or action of railway 
commissions shall have precedence over 
other litigation before the Circuit Courts 
of Appeal of the United States or before 
the Supreme Court of the United States, 
therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate, the House con
curring, 

First-That our Senators and mem
bers in Congress from this State be and 
they are hereby requested to have passed 
as speedily as possible the necessary laws 
to authorize such appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States from all such 
interlocutory orders as are covered by 
the Preamble hereto, or which may be 
necessary- to the speedy determination 
of all restraining or mandatory orders 
or the refusal to grant such by the ]'ed
eral Courts in such cases. 

Second-Be it further resolved, that 
our Senators and members in Congress 
be requested to have passed such laws as 
may be necessary to require precedence 
to be given, over all other business be
fore the United States Circuit Courts of 
Appeal and the Supreme Court of the 
United States, to all suits, orders or 
decrees in which railway commissions 
are involved, or to which they are parties, 
or that in any way affect their powers, 
or rates that may have been fixed by 
them. 

On motion of Senator Potter the com-
mittee report was adopted. ' 

The resolution as substituted was the~ 
adopted. 

HOUSE MESSAGE. 

Hall of the House of Representatives; 
Austin, Texas, Jan. 17, 1899. 

Hon. Geo. T. Jester, President of tke 
Senate. 
I am directed by the House to in

form the Senate of the passage of the fol
lowing Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 3: 

Providing for a joint session of both 
Houses of the Twenty-sixth Legislature 
in the Hall of the House of Representa
tives, on Wednesday, January 18, for the 
purpose of receiving gavels to be pre
sented by the Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas. ' 

Respectfully, 
LEE J. ROUNTREE, 

Chief Clerk House of Representatives. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Lewis: 
Senate bill No. 33, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Articles 3103, 3104 
and 3105 of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, relating to the con
ventional rate of interest, and reducing 
the same to eight per cent. per annum." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Finance. 

(Senator Terrell in the chair.) 
Bv Senator Lewis: 
Senate bill No. 34, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to require city and county treas
urers to report condition of interest and 
sinking fund to the State Comptroller; 
to prohibit them from diverting said 
funds and providing penalties." 

Read first time, and referred tc Com
mittee on Finance. 

By Sena tor J_,ewis : 
Senate bill No. 35, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act requiring the county commis
sioners court of any county in the State 
to submit propositions for the issuance of 
bonds to a vote of the qualified taxpay
ers of such county." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on I<'inance. 

By Senator Sebastian: . 
Senate bill No. 36, A bill to be entitled· 

"An Act to amend Article 2366, Title 
LII, Chapter 4, of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of Texs,s, fixing the time and place 
of making sales of real estate under ex· 
ecution, order of sale, or venditioni ex· 
ponas, and to prescribe the mode and 
manner of advertising such sales." 

Read first ~ime, and referred to Judi· 
ciary Committee No. I. 
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By Senator Morriss: 
Senate bill No. 37, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 2460, Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, by adding Arti
cles 2460a, 2460b, 2460c, and 2460d, re
lating to mileage charged by sheriffs and 
constable;; in civil cases." 

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2. , 

By Senator James: 
Senate bill No. 38, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to punish all officers of this 
State who are charged by law with the 
enforcement of the criminal laws of 
Texas, who agree to accept or receive any 
plea of guilty from any person charged 
with crime, or any person who is, or may 
be engaged in any occupation, calling, 
profession, or business in violation of the 
criminal laws of Texas, or who agree to 
receive or accept any money from any 
person charged with crime, or who is, or 
may be engaged_ in -any occupation, call
ing, profession or business in violation 
of the criminal laws of Texas, in consid
eration that such person so charged with 
crime or engaged in any profession, call
ing, occupation or business, shall be per
mitted to commit other offenses against 
the laws of this State, or shall be per
mitted for any period of time to engage 
in any occupation, calling, profession or 
business in violation of the criminal laws 
of Texas." 

Read first time, ;md referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 2. 

By Senator Wayland: 
Senate bill No. 39, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to provide for the payment of 
tax assessors for taking agricultural sta
tistics, in the several counties, where 
they were taken, for the year 1895, and 
making appropriation therefor." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Finance. 

By Senator Wayland: 
Senate bill No. 40, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend ~hat portion of Chap
ter 1, Title IX, of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of the State of Texas that relates to 
judicial proceedings in cases of lunacy." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Asylums. 

By Senator Dibrell: 
Senate bill No. 41, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act making appropiation for defi
ciencies in the appropriations heretofore 
ma<le for payment of expenses in sup
port of the State government for the 
years beginning March 1, 1897, and end
ing February 28, 1899, registered in the 
Comptroller's office, and for other defi
ciencies." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Fiuance. 

Call concluded. 
T~ere being no pending business, on 

mot10n of Senator Dibrell, the Senate 
took a recess till 11 : 30 a. m. 

AFTER RECESS. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of Senator Turney Senator 
Lewis was excused for non-attendance 
on yesterday. 

(Senator Gough in the chair.) 

RESOLUTION. 

By Senator Goss: 
Whereas, The Hon. George T. Jester's 

four years service as Lieutenant-Gover
nor of the State of Texas closes at noon 
today, and 

Whereas, He has presided with dig
nity, ability and impartiality as Presi
dent of the Senate; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Sen
ate are hereby tendered him for his 
uniform fairness and courtesy as such 
presiding officer, and that in his retire
ment we wish for him the fullest meas
ure of success and happiness through 
life. 

Unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 
On motion of Senator Atlee an engross

ed copy of the above resolution was 
ordered made and presented to retiring 
Lieutenant-Governor Jester. , 

(President pro tern Stafford in the 
chair.) 

The Chair announced that the hour of 
12 m. having arrived, the Senate would 
proceed to the Hall of the House of Rep
resentatives for ·the purpose hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

At 12 o'clock, m., the Honorable Senate 
of Texas was announced at the bar of the 
House. 

Escorted by Sergeant-at-Arms C. H. 
Allen of the Senate, the Senators ad
vanced into the Hall and were seated 
along the aisle in chairs prepared for 
them. 

Hon. R N. Stafford, President Pro 
Tern., was invited to a seat on the right 
of the Speaker. 

The 'President Pro Tero. directed the 
Secretary to call the roll of the Senate, 
and the following Senators answered to _ 
their names: 

Senators Atlee, Davidson, Dibrell, 
Goss, Gough, Greer, Grinnan, James, 
Johnson, Kerr, Lewis, Lloyd, McGee, Mil
ler, Morriss, Neal, Odell, Potter, Ross, 
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Sebastian, Stafford, Stone, Turney, Way
land, Yantis, Yett. 

pie of this nation and upon all who are 
in authority over them. In our own 
State prosperity and happiness prevail; 
we have oeen blessed with a wise and 
just administration of the affairs ~f the 
State, issuing in the phenomenal triumph 
of right over wrong, of morality over im
morality, and in the upbuilding and re
assurance of the people; in contentment 
and hopefulness; for all of which we give 
Thee our heartfelt thanks and gratitude. 
We pray that Thy blessings and benedic
tions may follow those who have served 
the peopie through the administration 
now closing. May they into whose hands 
the affairs of government are now being 
transmitted be wise and just and humane 
to that degree attainable only by Divine 
guidance and grace. We ask for them the 
rich supply of all their need, the protec
tion of their healths and lives, and their 
enlargement in all that is ennobling and 
uplifting. May the peace of God that 
passeth all understanding fill their 
hearts and minds; and may merciful and 
protective providence be over the people 
of this State. And to the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be present 
and everlasting praises. Amen! 

(Senators Miller and Terrell absent on 
Joint Inaugural Committee.) 

The President announced a quorum 
present. 

The Speaker directed the Clerk to call 
the roll of the House, and the following 
members answered to their names: 

Messrs. Allen of Colorado, Allen of Hop
kins, Barbee, Barrett, Bean, Beaty, Ben
nett, Blount, Bolin, Bridgers, Browne, 
Caldwell, Calvin, Chambers, Childers, 
Childs, Clements, Cole, Colins, Conoly, 
Cross, Culp, Dean, Decker, Derden, Dies, 
Dorroli., Eckols, Ellis, Evans of Fannin, 
Evans of Grayson, Frost, Garrett, Gill, 
Goodlett, Goodman, Gordon, Graham, 
Greenwood, Grogan, Hamilton, Hender
son of Brazos, Henderson of Lamar, How
ard; Hurley, Jones, Kennedy, Kittrell, 
Lake, Lane, Lillard, Livsey, Loyd, 
Looney, l\Iarsh, Maxwell, McAnally, Mc
Clellan, McDowell, McFarland, McKamy, 
l\fcKellar, Meitzen, Monroe, Morris, Mor
row, Murphy, Murray, Neff, Nolan, Oli
ver, Palmer, Parish, Peery, Pfeuffer, 
Phillips of Lampasas, Phillips of Camp, 
Pitts, Poole, Powell, Prince, Ratcliff, 
Robertson of Hanison, Robertson of 
Bell, Rochelle, Russell, Sansom, Savage, 
Scurry, Shannon, Shelburne, Shropshire, 
Smith of Grayson, Smith of Collin, Strip
ling, Tarkington, Tarver, Tate, Teagle, 
Terrell, Thomas of Wise, Thomas of Fan
nin, Tompkins, Tucker, Vaughan, Wal
ton, Well;;, Wheless, Willacy, Willrodt, 
Wooten, Wright. 

(Mr. Schluter, Mr. Mercer and Mr. 
Staples absent on Joint Inaugural Com
mittee.) 

The Speaker announced a quorum 
preRent. 

The Speaker then announced that the 
two Houses were in joint ses>'lion for the 
purpose of inaugurating the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor-elect. 

Rev. Dr. W. C. Denson, Chaplain of the 
Senate, then offered prayer, a" follows: 

Our Father which art in Heaven, hal
lowed be Thy name. A~cept our thanks
giving and praise for Thy gracious con
descension toward the children of men in 
the estahliRhment of Thy kingdom on 
earth. 'Ve thank Thee for the reach and 
sweep and power of Thv word in its reve
latiom of Thvself, of Thv ri"hteous law 
and of the giorious hope's a~d tri~mph~ 
of those who come to Thee throu"h the 
Christ of the Gospel. For our N~tional 
and State governments, whose founda
tions are laid in Thy word, and whose 
depende_nce. fo~ perpetuation, peace, and 
pro,.penty II'< m Thy name, we magnify 
and worship Thee. We invoke Th:v bless
ings and good providences upon the peo-

The Speaker directed the Clerk to read 
from the House Journal of January 16, 
the following report of the joint com
mittee to arrange for counting the vote 
for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, 
and to arrange for the inaugural cere
monies of the same: 
Hon. J. S .. Sherrill, Speaker of the House 

or Representatives, and Hon. Geo. T. 
Jester, President of the Senate. 

Srns: Your Joint Committee appointed 
to make arrangements to count the vote, 
and to arrange for the inauguration of 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, 
beg leave to recommend that the House 
and Senate meet in joint session in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives on 
Monday, the 16th day of January, A. D. 
1899, at 10 :30 o'clock a. m., for the pur
pose of counting said vote, and that the 
House and Senate wiJl sit in Joint Ses
sion in the Hall of the House of Repre
sentatives on Tue!'.day, the 17th inst., at 
12 o'clock, noon, wheTI" the Joint Commit
tee will escort the Governor and Lieuten
ant-Governor-elect to the Speaker's stand, 
when the oath of office will be adminis
tered to theJll by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

On the part of the House, 
BAILEY, 
SCHLUTER, 
STAPLES. 

On the part of the Senate, 
MILLER, 
GRINNAN, 
TERRELL. 
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The Joint Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies (Mr. Bailey absent, excused 
on account of sickness, and Mr. Mercer 
acting in his place) appeared at the 
bar of the House, at 12 o'clock m., and 
were duly announced, accompanied by 
Governor-elect Joseph D. Sayers, Gover
nor Charles A. Culberson, Lieutenant
Governor-elect J. N. Browning, Lieuten· 
ant-Governor George T. Jester, Chief 
Justice R. R. Gaines, Associate Justice 
T. J. Brow.n. Associate Justice L. G. Den
man, Clerk of the Supreme Court 
€harles S. Morse, bearing the Great Seal 
and Bible; Attorney-General T. S. Smith, 
Land Commissioner George W. Finger, 
Railroad Commissioners John H. Rea· 
gan, L. J. Storey and Allison Mayfield; 
Ex-Governor Jam es S. Hogg and others. 

At two raps of the Speaker's gavel the 
Joint Session rose, as. the Committee on 
Inaugural Ceremonies advanced into the 
Hall, and those accompanying them were 
invited to seats on the rostrum. 

The Speaker then introduced to the 
Representatives, Senators and the as
semblage. Governor Charles A. Culber
son, who introducing· Governor-elect 
Joseph D. Sayers, said: 
"Senators, Representatives, Ladies and 

Gentlemen: 
"The part assigned to me on this im

pressive occasion, introducing the Gover
nor-elect of this State, is both a pleasure 
and compliment. A resident of Texas, 
he is thoroughly conversant with her 
traditions and history, is deeply con
cerned for her prosperity and glory. In 
all the walks of life he has been an ex
emplary citizen, and integrity and honor 
have ever found lodgment in his heart. 
In the martial and heroic age of the 
South he perilled his life in her cause, 
and none wore the gray more nob1y. 
Since that great conflict he has won de
served distinction in the public service 
and stands now in the front rank among 
those men whom Texas has given to 
National affairs. 

"In recognition of this service, a great 
party nominated him for this high office, 
and standing upon the noblest platform 
the Democracy ever proclaimed, and in 
agreement with recent measures of re
form in the State, the people have chosen 
him for the highest office in their gift by 
a decisive majority. Admirably equipped 

'for the important duties, surrounded by 
an able corps of officers and with a Leg
islature that in character and ability 
will take rank with any that has pre
ceded it, there are strong reasons for the 
belief and hope in which all patriotic 
citizens \Vill unite, that his administra
tion will respond to the public needs and 

. eontribute to the prosperity of our people. 

"I beg now to announce that the oath 
of office will be administered by Associate 
Justice Brown of the Supreme Court of 
the State." 

The Speaker directed Associate Justice 
T. J. Brown to administer the oath of 
offi?e to Governor-elect Joseph D. Sayers, 
which was done, Associate Justice Brown 
holding the Holy Bible in his right hand, 
and the Governor-elect touchin" the same 
with his, and at the conclusio~ of which 
the Governor-elect kissed the Book. 

The Governor-elect then affixed his sig
nature to the official oath, Clerk Charles 
S. Mor$e, of the Supreme Court, attest
ing the same with the Great Seal of the 
commonwealth of Texas. 

Ex-Governor Charles A. Culberson 
then introduced to the Joint ~ession and 
the vast assemblage, Joseph D. Sayers, 
as Governor, who said: 

My Fellow Citizens: , 
He who undertakes the chief magis

tracy of this great Commonwealth will 
have no easy task before him, and with
out the earnest and hearty co-operation 
of his fellow citizens he cannot reason
ably anticipate a satisfactory and suc
cessful administration of the public 
affairs. Therefore, at the very threshold 
of the duties imposed upon me by the 
oath, which I have just taken, I invoke
the guidance of Almighty God and the
aid of all my countrymen to enable me to 
so discharge every obligation as to best 
promote the prosperity of the State and' 
the happiness of the people. 

On an occasion like the present it will 
not be deemed out of place, I take it, to· 
devote a few moments to the considera
tion of the purpose of government and 
its method of administration. Although 
the subject be old and indeed familiar, 
its importance makes it always worthy 
a reference before any audience. It will 
be conceded by all that a just and well 
constituted government will have no ob
ject in view other than to serve and 
benefit the entire citizenship, and that it 
should be conducted with wisdom, firm
ness, fidelity and without discrimination. 
No class or interest should be favored 
with special privileges, and to every one
should be insured certain and complete 
protection to life, liberty and property. 
These are elementary propositions. They 
are recognized as indisputably true, and 
are so broad and comprehensive in mean
ing as to cover almost the entire domain 
within which the State may safely ex
ercise authority. In their reasonable· 
interpretation and application may be· 
found to reside almost every necessary 
governmental power. 

Faithful, honest and efficient adminis--
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tration is no less needful than wise and 
just legislation, an<l failure in either is 
always attended with unhappy conse
quences. \Vhatever the law-be it good 
or bad, popular or unpopular-it is the 
bounden duty of those to whom its execu
tion is entrusted to enforce it. and no 
influence, however potent, should be 
heard to stay its steady and impartial 
operation. So long as it is on the stat
ute book it is an authoritative expression 
of the popular will through the appro
priate channel, and it should be re
spected and obeyed. Every infraction 
is an open defiance to the sovereignty 
of the people, and. if not followed by 
adequate penalty, begets dangerous dis
trust in the ability of the government to 
answer the purpose for which it was 
ordained. Disregard of the law through 
neglect of the executive branch of the 
public service to put it and to keep it in 
-constant force, is as reprehensible as the 
exercise of power without proper war
rant of authority. No deadlier blow can 
be given to free institutions than weak, 
loose and irregular administration, and 
such a policy, if policy it may be termed, 
cannot be too strongly condemned. The 
safety of society demands that the en
forcement of the law should be uniform, 
steady and impartial, and that none 
should be so strong as to be beyond its 
requirements, and none so weak as to be 
beneath its protection. 

In the earlier days of the Republic the 
sphere of governmental action was lim
ited, and its appropriate functions were 
well defined. 1 Individual freedom was 
then regarded as the very cornerstone 
upon which religious, civil and political 
liherty rested, and to which the progres!'l 
of the race towards a higher and better 
civilization is chiefly indebted. The con
trast between the legislation that was 
had prior to the Civil war and that en
acted during the past three decades is 
broad and· deep, and the most careless 
observer cannot fail to ·note this very 
obvious distinction between the two eras. 

For~1erly the greatest latitude, consist
ent with the welfare of society, was al
lowed the citizen, and he was taught to 
r~ly upon himself in the management ()1 

!us personal affairs-thinkin.,. for him
~elf and acting for hiJ11self. 

0
Nowadays 

it. has become somewhat, if not largely, 
d1tfere_ut. and the power of legislation is 
often mrnked to suppress evils that were 
once thought to be beyond governmental 
reach. and. to be corrected only through 
the operation of laws which are not arti
ficial and which do not depend upon gov
ernment for their efficacy. 

Thi~ wide and ra<lieal departure from 
the long and well established policy of 

non-interference in such matters, except 
when the public good clearly and em· 
phatieally demanded, is in some measure 
due to and justified by the changed con
ditions in our social, commercial and in
dustrial life, and the introduction of 
agencies that were previously unknown; 
but not altogether so. It has proceeded, 
to a certain extent, from the tendency of 
the popular mind to over-estimate the 
power and enlarge the duty of the State, 
and to under-rate the ability af the citi
zen to successfully cope with the difficul
ties that environ him. • 

The effect of this tendency has been to 
cause the individual to lose confidence in 
himself, and to rely too much upon the 
government. But in the protection of 
property it cannot be well claimed that 
the duty of government is limited only 
to cases of open violence by the mob, or 
to the willful wrongdoing of the single 
trespasser. Its obligation in this re
spect extends much further, and may 
fairly include unjust and discriminating 
legislation, uncertain and arbitrary ad
ministration, and artificial combinations 
whose object it is to weaken or destroy 
other enterprises and industries, the 
healthy existence and successful conduct 
of which is essential to society. Nor can 
it be doubted that it is the province and 
duty of the State to interfere, if neces
sary, and prevent an improper exercise 
by associations of the powers and 
privileges that may be granted to them 
by law, and which may not be incidental 
to the general and ordinary avocations 
of life. 

Such grants of power and privilege 
are always intended to be instruments of 
benefit and not of injury to the people, 
and when they are diverted from their 
proper purpose the State should not 
avoid the responsibility of protecting the 
citizen. 

We cannot too highly estimate the 
necessity of a full and complete dis
charge by the government at all times 
n.nd under all circumstances of its obli
gation to society in the matter of pro
tection ~o life, liberty and property, 
as upon 1~ depends the prosperity, peace 
and happmess of the people. To that 
protection every person and every char
acter of property within our borders is 
equally entitled. Human life is sacred, 
made so by God and man, and should • 
ne.Yer be taken except as expressly per
mitted by law, and there can be no justi
fication outside of the law. However 
severe the provocation, the welfare of 
society dernan~s that the injured party 
should rest h1>1 case with the law and 
abide its judgment; and those entrusted 
with its enforcement are, therefore, the· 
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inore strongly bound to see that the I the law decla~es to be feloni~:-a~d misde
o:ffender is brought to speedy and im- meanors, but also against harsh and im
partial trial, and that the penalty de- provident legislation. The burdens of 
nounced by the law be inflicted. government should be fairly and equita-

When it shall be well understood by all bly distributed and imposed, and every 
that the criminal, whoever he may be, character of property should be com· 
will be quickly and adequately punished pelled to contribute to the public treas
as prescribed by law, then not only will ury according to its value. And aovern
the law be permitted to assert its right ment should go further and see to '''it that 
'flf cognizance of offenses and to take its such property as may be favored by the 
regular and orderly course, however ag- law with peculiar privileges and unusual 
gravated the circumstances, but crime powers shall not be used to injure other 
also will become less frequent throughout pursuits that are necessary to the well 
the land. It is the uncertainty and de- being of the Commonwealth. 
lay that too often characterizes judicial All legislation that directly or indi
investigation as much as the nature of rectly affects property, either as to value 
the crime itself that drives the citizen or as to title, should be conservative and 
to a violation of the law by visiting, with just, and the rights of ownership, as well 
bis own hands, summary punishment as the 'velfare of society, should be ob
lipon the offender-forgetting in his in- served. To acquire and hold property 
dignation and resentrp.ent th.at in so lies at the very base of civilization and 
doing be weakens the authority of the cannot be impaired without danger to 
law, and renders his own life less secure. society. 

True it is that, in a certain sense, the Even and exact justice, as well to the 
eitizen is sovereign, yet nevertheless he property as to the person of the citizen, 
is subject to the law of his own creation, should be the ruling motive and guiding 
and he cannot break it without impeach- principle of :lction in every branch of the 
ing his own sovereignty. And more than public service, and the more strongly and 
that, in so doing he establishes a prece- the more uniformly it is maintained the 
dent, which if too often followed, will more prosperous will be the State and 
unquestibnably destroy the peace and the happier will be the people. And a 
repose upon which the very life of society similar policy of even and exact justice 
depends, and substitute anarchy or des- should be adopted towards those who 
potism for a government of liberty, regu- may invest but not reside with us, put
lated by law. ting and keeping them as to their invest-

The protection of liberty-personal, re- ments on. an e<j:Ual footing w!th ourselves, 
ligious, civil and political-comes next and dealn1:g with them as with ourselves. 
in order of importance, and this includes By so domg, ~onfidence, both at home 
the employment of all the necessary and and abroad, will become firmly es.t~b
proper means to insure it. To pursue, li~hed and the best of other commumties 
without illegal interruption, such avo- will see~ ho~es amo11:gst u~, attracted by 
cations as are not forbidden by law; to our gemal climate, n?h s?i!, exh~ustless 
worship God according to the dictates re~ou~·ces ~nd splendid citize~ship, and 
of his own-conscience· to stand before the brmgmg with them wealth, thnft, energy 
Jaw the equal of any other man, and to and enterprise. . 
be judged as any other man; and to vote, As to the laws applymg to and affect
under the restrictions imposed for the ing these great purposes of governm~nt, 
good of society upon the whole people, as no just complaint can be urged agamst 
he may deem best for his country, un- our State. The statute book o! Texas 
awed by power and uncorrupted by bribe, will compare most favor~bly with that 
and to have his ballot fairly counted, of the foremost American common· 
these are rights to whose protection wealths, and 11;s to t~e enforcement of the 
government stands most strongly pledcr- law, a companson will be equally as cred
ed; and any government that, through itable to ourselves. But there is ro?m 
the imperfection of its laws or the weak· for improve~ent, ai:d from the executive 
ness of its administration, fails to ef- department, m all its branch~s and ~ub
tectively maintain to the people this divisions, the very best .service possible 
pledge, in all its fullness, ought to be should be exacted, and with less the peo· 
abolished. ple should not be conte?t. 1:'here ~hould 

Scarcely, if at all, less necessary to the be no condonemen~ of mefficiency .m the 
:very existence of the social fabric than discharge of official duty. It . is i:ot 
the protection of life and liberty is that enough that every other _qualification 
:of property. The fruits of industry, should be possesse~. The highest stan~
skill economy and enterprise should be ard of excellence is needed for the deh· 
held 'by no uncertain tenure. They should cate .ai:d im1?ortant wo~k of ~ovemmentttl 
be safe not only against those acts which admm1strat1on, and, if umformly and 
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impartially exacted, there may be found 
in the great body of the citizenship those 
who can and will fully meet every re
quirement. 

Having sought and accepted official re
sponsibility, no one should be permitted 
to regard himself other than a public 
servant, and office as a public trust-to 
be held and administered not for the 
especial advantage of himself and his 
kin, but for the benefit of the people and 
of the people only. The doctrine that 
office is property, and endowed with prop
erty rights, may be good in law, but it is 
not healthful to the public service, and 
has sometimes led to great abuse. Ne
potism is not admissible in a properly 
constituted government. 

It should be known everywhere that in 
no other State is life, liberty and prop
erty so secure; in no other State are 
ily and so sufficiently punished; and in 
offenses against them so surely, so speed
no other State is such complete justice 
between all men and as to all kinds of 
property maintained as within the great 
Commonwealth of· Texas. 

Under our political system this is the 
peculiar and exclusive prerogative of the 
State, and it therefore becomes its im
perative duty, which it cannot honorably 
or safely avoid, to fully and successfully 
discharge the responsibility thus im
posed, and I doubt not that Texas will 
continue faithful to this important 
trust. In this way will she vindicate 
the wisdom and confidence of our fathers 
in their provision for home rule and local 
self-government, and will maintain her 
place among the best administered of 
American commonwealths. 

The character of our people for peace, 
go_od order, intelligence, justice and mor
ality, already high, will keep apace with 
~heir ad~ancement in material prosper
ity, and m all lands will the fame of our 
State abide, each year addin"' lustre to 
her history. 0 

An empire in extent, resources almost 
limitless, situation altogether favorable, 
and an open sea around her southern bor
der, Texas may well aspire to a greatness 
~nd grai_ideur that will have no parallel 
m the history and experience of her sis
ter States. 

It will not, I trust, be reo-arded as in
appropriate to this hour t~ invite your 
a~tention to other matters, although not 
d!rectly connected with the public ser
VICe. 

However essential a wise and just gov
ernn!ei_it ma:y be,_ and however efficient its 
admrn1strahon m all respects. it mu.;t, 
nevertheless, be supplemented in a large 
de~ree. by individual effort and enter
prise 111 other and different directions, 

and having other and different ends in 
view. Government cannot overstep cer
tain limits without harm to society. Its 
orbit, wherein it may move with whole
some effect, is restricted, and its sphere 
of usefulness has boundaries that are 
well marked. It cannot till the field, 
nor operate the factory, nor conduct com
merce, nor follow the professions. These 
instrumentalities, with all their subdi
visions, belong to the citizen, and should 
be under his exclusive control, and upon 
him must devolve the responsibility of 
their proper use. 

All material development is effected 
upon three great lines-agriculture, com
merce and manufactures. The time has 
been in the history of our race when a 
country could be prosperous, ·in which 
any of· these great industries should be 
largely dominant, and furnish employ
ment to the great body of its people. But 
not so in the present age. Con.ditions 
now are vastly different. The world is 
not what it Wlj.S a century ago. Steam, 
electricity, invention, and a more exten
sive and accurate insight into the work
ings and secrets of nature have wrought 
marvelous changes, and the proposition 
has become unquestionably true that the 
grand divisions of labor, agriculture, 
commerce and manufactures, should ex
ist and flourish within the same borders 
in order to insure entire independence to 
any people. 

In this day it may be safely asserted to 
be an impossibility for a people to live 
and attain permanent prosperity by ag
riculture alone, or by commerce alone, or 
by manufactures alone. These great in
dustries should not be envious rivals. 
They attain their highest development 
when in close proximity, and when their 
relations are cordial and friendly. They 
are mutually helpful, and when a sense 
of justice, or even of enlightened selfish
ness prevails, there will be no effort to 
enrich or strengthen the one to the det
riment of the others. Of the full profit, 
when equity is recognized, the three will 
share in just proportion, and in so doing 
all will live and prosper. Depress agri
culture so that it will cease to be remu
nerative, what then? Make manufac
tures unprofitable, because of the un
friendly attitude of agriculture and com
merce, what will be the result? Let com
merce be put under the ban, who so blind 
as not to foresee the end? 

I submit these observations as appli
cable to present conditions in our State, 
and in the hope that we all, however en
gaged, may speedily awaken to a realiza· 
tion of what should be done in order to 
bring about a complete and harmonious 
union of these great factors in the pro· 
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duction and distribution of material 
wealth, so that they may find here their 
l>est and most profitable development. 

With us, agriculture--although its out
put is enormously large, with the cer
tainty of becoming very much larger
has almost ceased to be remunerative be
yond the extent of our own consumption. 
Of manufactures there are but few as 
compared with the quantity of raw ma
terial that is being produced, and of the 
vastly greater quantity that can be 
easily and speedily realized; while trans
portation-one of the instrumentalities 
of commerce--is exacting full compensa
tion, notwithstanding the lack of manu
factures and the very low price and 
greatly enlarged volume of agricultural 
products. 

This is unfortunate, and if conditions 
be not soon changed for the better, they 
will result disastrously to every interest. 
I trust that wiser counsels will prevail 
and that a proper regard for the general 
welfare will characterize the future ac
tion of those upon whom the responsi
bility rests. 

Should present conditions, however, be 
insisted upon, then it will become the 
duty of the State to exert whatever 
power it may possess to compel such as
sociations as have procured from the gov-
13rnm'ent exceptional privileges, to deal 
fairly and equitably with all other inter
ests. The exercise of such power, while 
firm and impartial, will, I am quite sure, 
be conservative, and attended with the 
proper consideration of every just right. 
The purpose will be to restrain, not to 
injure; to build up, not to pull down. 
'.!'he prosperity of every factot in our ma
terial development will be regarded as 
~ssential to the well being of the entire 
system. At this time there can be no 
policy of greater importance to the peo
ple -than that which will lead to the es
tablishment and operation of industrial 
enterprises of all kinds in our State. 
'.l'heir necessity is urgent, and it must be 
met if we would be prosperous. 

Our cotton crop for the season just 
closed aggregated near four millions of 
bales, wi(h a reasonable certainty of a 
steady increase year by year. Its price, 
however, is distressingly low, with no 
indication of improvement, unless larger 
and better markets be secured. Added 
to this embarrassment is the further 
necessity, so long as present conditions 
prevail, upon our people to send their 
cotton, with the exception perhaps of a 
few hundred bales, to other States and 
countries, to be sold and converted into 
f1.nished products. These fabrics we buy 
for our own consumption at largely in
creased prices over that received for the 

raw material, thus paying transporta
tion both ways and the cost of convert
ing the cotton into manufactured goods, 
with a per cent added for profit, besides 
losing to our wage earners diverii'ified 
and remunerative employment, and to 
our farmers the sale of much of their 
field and garden produce. A similar 
necessity exists as to our hides and wool, 
not including other kinds of raw mate
rial which are to be had in plentiful 
abundance. 

Our store and warehouses are full to 
overflowing with merchandise of all 
kinds, tlle inventories of which, although 
long and costly, CQntain but few items of 
home manufacture. Almost everything 
we use and wear in city, town and coun
try comes from distant markets. M1tch 
of our bacon, pork, corn, hay and other 
farm, garden and orchard products is 
also brought from elsewhere; aud not
withstanding our wealth of timber-of 
many valuable kinds--wc go to other 
workshops to procure our 1'arri11ges, 
wagons, buggies and farming imple
ments, and to other factori·~s for the 
furniture that is used in our public 
buildings, churches, school houses and 
homes. Herein is to be found one of the 
prime reasons \vhy the first of January 
of each recurring year finds so many of 
our people unable to meet their engage
ments, and with but small hope for the 
future. This condition is ruinous to our 
State, and unless there be a wide de
parture, we may expect the situation to 
grow worse, until poverty shall become 
the most distinguishing characteristic of 
our people. 

The statement is not- an exaggeration. 
It is unfortunately too true, and calls 
for an immediate remedy. Relief can be 
had if we will only do as other States of 
the Union-notably southern-are doing. 
That is, if we will at once direct our 
efforts to the promotion of such mechan
ical and manufacturing industries as 
may be appropriate to our natural re
sources. 

We often, however, hear it said there 
is not sufficient home capital for the pur
po~e. and that we must secure help from 
the outside before it can be accomplished. 
This is a fatal mistake. We must first 
show that we have confiden<'e in such 
enterprises and in ourselves before others 
will risk their means in them. In 
Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Vir
ginia- and Alabama industrial and manu
facturin()' enterprises were inaugurated 
by their 

0
own peoples, and not until thei_r 

su<'<'ess was demonstrated were the capi
talists of other States induced to invest. 

In ·a communication to the Trades
men's Annual, Governor Atkimmn, of 
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Ueorgh illustrated the enterprising and 
1 

at our hands. \Ve promise, t~at 1:10 dis
self·relii0rnt spirit of the people of that crimination shall be ~ade ~gamst it, and 
State ll\· a reference which will be~r ~hat t_he ~ame protectwn will be a~c?rded 

t . "t l· He 0 a1·d · ''The town m 1t as is o-1ven to that of our own citizens. quo 111" 01 ,1y. ~· · "' l f t" 
whic·h '"'r live-Newnan, a place of about Both wil_l sta~d. upon a_n equa oo mg, 
3000 population-is a striking illustra- an~ special_ pnnleges will be granted to 
tion. but not an exceptional instance. neither. Up?n these_ terms we. welcome 
The· people there, without the ai~ of al~ ~vho des~re to mve~t . t~eir means 
foreign c·a pital. have established various w1thm our State .. a~d exp1 e,;s the hope 
industrial enterprises, where twenty to them that their mve;tment.s may be 
years no-0 not one existed. They manu- profitable. and that theu busmess. c~n
facture '"'wagons. lmggies, acids, cotton nection may b~ pleasant. We. mvite 
goods, and Juwc foundries, machine shops, them ~nos~ cor~rn~ly to home~ with us; 
etc. Not one of these enterprises have to assist 111 bmldmg up a m1ght:f Com
failed to pay diYiden<ls re~ularly, and monwealth: to share o~r. prosperity; to 
the value of their products 1s nearly one b~c?rne of us: to he citizens _of Texas, 
million of dollars annually. Men who g1nng them the pledge that m all re
fifteen or twenty years ag'o would have spects they will be treated as ourselve~. 
hooted at the id~a 'of their boys becoming We have room enough for a~l; the:e IS 
mechanics or engineers, now send them opportunity for all who are mdustnous, 
to the shops to learn by actual experience temperate and frugal. . 
the industrial side of life. Thus, in But we are fortunate m that at no 
nearly every town in the State, old ideas other pe_ri_od of our h_istor;v has there b~en 
give place to the new, and men have so auspicious. a conJUnction of necessity 
ceased to believe that their sons must and opportumty as now. Recent events 
engage in agriculture or enter the pro- '.l're prepai:ing the way for. the su~cess_ful 
fessions. Sons of wealthy men are pre- maugurat10n of an era of _md~stnal hfe, 
paring themselves for the management a~d of enlarge~ commercial mtercourse 
of industrial enterprises, and the vast with other nations. 
field of opportunity is becoming more Heretofore our trade relations with the 
and more alluring." East have not been satisfactory. They 

These are words of encouragement and have been not at all commensurate with 
promise to the people of Texas, and their the amount, character and value of our 
entire accuracy is. 1_110re than ve~·ified by productions. We have permitted other 
the pres~nt. cond1tion of_ Geor~ia:-over countries. greatly inferior to us, to out
whose soil immense armies, w1thm the strip us in the matter of commerce. We 
memory of ourselves, marched and camp- now have the opportunity to forge r.ap
ed _and fought, carrying _desolation in idly to the front. The opportunity may 
thei~· pathways. and reducmg almost to not come to us again within a century
a, wilderness ~ land _that onc_e was full 'Jf perhaps never. . 
plenty and bnght with ~appmess. J<,rom The construction of the canal, bringing 
the ashes of her des?lat10n-through the the two oceans together, is a certainty~ 
eoura_ge, energy, thnft, economy and en- thereby shortening the distance between 
~erpns~ of _her sons and da~1gh_ters--an ourselves and the Orient by several thou
mdustrial hfe has sprung, brmgmg pros- sand miles. 
perity to the present and ~ope for the With our cotton fields, sheep folds and 
tutu.re._ . . cattle ranches almost within hearing of 

Virgmia. ·Tennessee, the Carolmas and the hum of the spindle and the whirl of 
.·\labama tell the same• sto::y. machinery, and with the shortest water 

We are of the same stock and lineage, line to China and Japan at our command, 
with the best and n1ost enterprising of what will stand in our way to great and 
other States and countries a·:; :t v:iluable permanent prosperity? Of all the State11 
supplement to our citizenship, and why Texas will be the most benefited by these 
should we hesitate to do t}at in which new conditions; provided her people will 
they have so well succeeded? Our situ- at once seize the occasion and avail them
ation is far more propitious for the selves of the best opportunity by far that 
undertaking, and we need not fear the has ever occurred to them for achieving 
result. The victory is won even before industrial, agricultural and commercial 
the battle shall be fought, and we may greatness. Every ship that leaves our 
saf~ly anticipate i~s full and substantial shores should be laden to the guards with 
fnuts before a smgle dollar has been the products of our industry, skill and 
expended. While depending upon our- enterprise. 
selve.- in this emergency, yet we extend This, and this only is the way that will' 
t? ot~tside capital the most cordial in- lead to permanent prosperity. If we hes· 
v1tat1011 to assist us, and we giYe to it itate. the fault will be with us. Hewers 
the assurance of fair and just treatment! of wood an<l drawers of water we have· 
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been, and will continue to be a..~ Ion!? as ri:"()urce, i<hould be the supreme ambition 
we depend altogether upon agriculture. ot e\·ny ,,,,n and daughter. 
Our ambition should be to acquire indu"- The past is .-c,•ure. the pr4'sent is cer· 
trial independence. No less a purpose i,; lain. and the future full of hope and en· 
worthy the race from which Wt' luwe '"urngement. 
1prung, nor the inheritance we ha\·e re· I know not how to more strongly ac· 
eeived from our fathers. l'enh_rnte our duty than to quot«" from a 

\\"hatever the policy that may finally public ad•ln••" by the Ex-President of the 
pre\·ail all to territorial extension it may· l'onfedern1·y. l:'peakinJ.! for the la!lt time 
be considered a!I certain that there will to those whom he loved 1<0 well, and 
be none of self-abnegation or self-impo,;ed whom he had sen·etl so fnithhtllv that 
restriction as to commerce. Expansion •oldier 11 nd sta te'<nrnn sn id: "~(~n in 
of trade iR not only a vital necessity but whose hands the destinil's of our South
• determined fact. Our power to pro- land lie. for lov!' of her I break mv si
duce is greater than our ability to con- l1·nee to s1)('ak now a few word,; of re-
1ume. The disparity will increase with •peetful admonition. The past i,; dead. 
the coming years, and it may be depended I.Rt it bury its dead with its hope11 and 
upon that the people of America will not a,..pi rn t ions. Before you lies the future 
eurrender the commercial advantages -a futur~ of expanding- national glory, 
which the victory at Manila has given ~ before which the whole world shall stand 
to them. Other nations must accord to amazed. Let me beseech you to lay aside 
us a liberal share of the eastern trade. all rancor, all bitter sectional feeling, and 
The rhetoric of the hustings, however to take your place in the ranks of those 
brilliant and captivating, must yield to who wil.l hring a consummation devoutly 
the lol!ic of the situation, supported by to be wished-a reunited country." 
that of an imperious necessity. Cpon the verge of the grave itself, and 

True statesmanship and a proper re- amid the closing scenes of an eventful 
gard for own welfare demands that we a1~d honorable career, forgetting his own 
should not sacrifice our material inter- nusfortunes and disappointments, and 
ests upon the altar of a political phi!- imbued with a lofty patriotism for the 
osophy that may be very suitable for the \\:hole country and with a sincere atrec
library or the lecture room but is not t1on for the entire people. he stood like 
lesponsive to the needs of 'our people. the prophets of old-upon the mount of 
The policy of today may not answer the ol~serv.atio!1, an~ lo?king forward, as 
requirements of tomorrow, and no name,. with msp1red new, mto the future, he 
however venerated for wisdom and pa- : foretells 11 "reunited country and an ex
triotism, can be summoned from the dim panding l!lory, before which the whole 
past to deter us from pursuing that . world shall stand amazed." 
course which the exigencies of the pres- )fen of Texas-women of Texas~f 
ent, with all its environments, point out · whatever race, nationality or faith, I call 
to us as the pathway of safety, happiness. upon you to lay aside all rancor, all bit
and prosperity. · terness, all differences, and to unite har-

Texas has an easy capacity for ten mil- i mo~iously in an earnest effort for the 
lions of bales of cotton. Her possibilities de\ elop.rnent of our S~ate and for the 
in other directions are equallv as certain pt on.10hon of her ?est mterests, not for
and as great; but the best thought and gettmg that she Is. one ?f many great 
greatest energy of the people must be, <'?.mmonwealths, united m bo.nds. th.at 
aroused and kept in constant and vigor- \\ 1.ll never. be .broken, each movmg- 1!1 _1ts 
ous action in order to reach the climax O\\ n eonst1t~t1o~al sphere and exerc1smg 
of achievement. To attain this high , e\·ery const1tuhon~I power, yet u~der 
station will not be so difficult as would the same flag and with a common destmy. 
at first appear. The circumstances of· At the close of G?ve~nor Sayer's _ad
the hour are propitious. The way il'I · dress, Speaker Shernll rntroduced L1eu
plain and the means at our command' tenant-Governor. George T .. Jester, who 
more than sufficient. All that will be re- .James N. Browning. 
quired is united, active and earnest ef- · introduced Lieutenant - Governor - elect 
fort, supplemented by a lofty and patri- Associate ,Justiee of the Supreme Court 
otic ambition. We should not be sati!!- T. ,J. BrowTI, wa!! directed bv Lieutenant
fled with a less exalted po!!ition than Go\·ernor .Jester. President ~f the Senate, 
that which puts us in the lead of the to admini~ter the oath of offiee to Lieu
eommonwealths of America. To upbuild tenant-Governor-elect James N. Brown
the State, to promote her moral, intellec- inir. who came forward and the same cer
tual and material advancement and to emonie~ were had as in the case of the 
make her influence and power corre.'!pond Governor. 
to her domain. population and wealth of Ex-Lieutenant-Governor Jester then in• 
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troduce~-;._,ieu·t:n~~~-Governor James N. I I remember well,. the tim~ when I made 
Browning, who said: some boards on h1s farm m ~867, and he 

. . certifies that this clap-board Is one of the 
"Senators, Representatives, Ladies and number which I made for him at that 

Gentlemen: time. As I hold so firm and warm a 
"I am profoundly grateful to the peo- place in his affections I trust that I may 

pie of Texas for ~he distingui~hed. honor hold a like place in the he11;rts and affec
conferred in electmg me to tlus high po- tions of the people of this State. He 
sition of trust and confidence. I am also "'ives evidence of my faithfulness while 
deeply impressed with the importance of laboring for him on his farm, and I hope 
the duties and responsibilities of the that I may be mspired therefrom to so 
office, and shall do my best at all times discharge my official duties as to receive 
to discP,arge and perform faithfully from the people their testimony of my 
and impartially each and every one fidelity and earnestness while laboring 
of those obligations according to the best in their behalf." 
of my skill and understanding, and in Senator Gough moved tnat the Senate 
accordance with the Constitution and go into Executive 8ession tomorrow 
laws of the country." · morning after call. 

Speaker Sherrill then announced that So ordered. 
the business of the Joint Session was con- On motion of Senator James, the Sen-
cluded, whereupon on motion of Senator ate adjourned to 10 a. m. tomorrow. 
McGee, the Senate retired to its chamber. 

AFTER JOINT SESSION-IN SENATE. 

(Ex-Lieutenant-Governor Jester in the 
chair.) 

The Chair made a few happy remarks, 
bidding adieu to the Senate as its presid
ing otlicer, and assuring the Senators· of 
his appreciation of their uniform cour
tesy to himself and his continued high 
regard for them, closing by introducing 
his successor, Hon. J. N. Browning, Lieu
tenant-Governor, who in a few happy 
remarks accepted the gavel, at the close 
of which, 

Senator Stafford addressed the Chair 
as follows: 

"At the request of your friends in 
Cooke county, I have the honor to pre
sent to you an article of your own handi
work, made iu the year 1867. It is al
ways pleasant to mature manhood to re
call the incidents of childhood. Doubt
less you can now look back o'er the lapse 
of thirtv-two vears and review all the 
incident; conn~cted with your home on 
the Nelson farm in Cooke county, your 
hardships and your joys, your hopes and 
your fears. As this clapboard is a token 
of the esteem in which you are held by 
an individual citizen of this State for 
whom you worked, may your' official acts 
b£o ever held in grateful remembrance 
by the entire citizenship of Texas whom 
you now serve." 

Lieutenant-Governor Browning re
sponded as follows: 

"FELLOW SBNATons: I am at a loss 
for words to properly express myself on 
this occasion. This token of respect and 
r!!teem, crude as it is. comes from one 
of my dearest friends, 'Uncle Bob' Nelson : 
of Cooke county for whom I worked : 
thirty-two years ago. when I was a boy. 

1 

SEVENTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Tex., Wednesday, Jan. 18, 1899. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the 
chair. 

Roll called. Quorum present, the fol
lowing Senators answering to theit 
names: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
.Miller. 

Lewis. 

Hanger. 
Linn. 

.Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Ross. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Terrell. 
Turney. 
'"/avland. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent. 

Absent-1£xcused. 

Patterson. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Den
son. 

Pending the reading of the Journal 
of yesterday, 

On motion of Senator Ross, the same 
was dispensed with. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTI01'11S. 

By Senator Grinnan: 
Senate bill No. 42, A bill to be entitled 


